iRARYtfr 


^UIBRARY0a 


,\WUNIVtK57A. 


^UBRARYQr 
§  1   ir" 


^•LIBRARY 


aojnvD-jo^    %oi\m-^       ^mwsav^     tymmi^      ^ojiwdjo^ 


\oi\m-. 


jjOFCALIFOfy^ 


^0FCALIF(%. 

to 


5 


>&Anvaain^ 


AWEUNIVERJ//, 


^udmjv^ 


vvlOSANCEL£j)> 


"SttaiAiNfHWV 


^•OFCAHFOfy* 


^OFCALIFO 


y0Ayvuain^ 


yo\mm 


rnw/j 


^lOSANCEtFj^. 


I 


■v/^iaAiNn^ 


^ttlBRARYQ^       ^HIBRARYQ^ 


\oi\mft^      %0im-^ 


^OFCALIFOfcfc 


-tOF-CAllFOMto 


^Aavaan#      ^Aavaam^ 


AUEUNIVER% 

£* 

CO 


^lOSAKCEl 

i 


^mh\m\ 


^clOSANCEl 


%a3AiNn-; 


tfllBRARYQ^ 


fcOF-CALIFORfc 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2008  with  funding  from 


^UIBRAR1 


^OJIWDJO^ 


Microsoft  Corporation 


-^2/OJIWD  JO 


^OJIIVD- 


^OFCAUFOff^         ^E-IMVERS/,^      ^UBAHGHfrg. 


HtonvaaiH^ 


^OF-CALIFOftfe,       ^OF-CAUR 


*&Aavaan-#       ^dnv-soi5^     %aaAiNn-3\\v 


y<?Aavaan# 


,y0AHvaan 


WNIVEKfe 


% 


f 

[OTKV-SOV^ 


^clOSANCEl^ 


^clOSANCEl^. 


6 


^lUBRARY^. 


^UIBRARYQ^ 


"%sa3MNn-3ftVN       %ojnvD-jo^ 


^/OJIWDJO^ 


>&Aavaan# 


^AHvaan-^ 


%U3NYS0V^ 


^OFCALIFOfy*      ^OFCAIIFO/?^        ^V\EUNIVER% 


%aaMNn- 


^flM-SQ^ 


%JHAINn- 


toRAIMK       ^HIBRARYg^         <^EUNIVER%.      ^IDSANCEI^>         ^UIBRARY^     ^ 

http://www.archive.org/details/correspondencebeOOgrea 


iRAR 


5H| 

ITV/1    lf\V»* 


s 


<7Mm  i  nuv  irvV 


/finniiu  rAitfv 


"Z/zcimuirt/Hiv* 


^    1  i/ifYi     rr 

<frj/nj|-i>n.j<VK 


CORRESPONDENCE 


BETWEEN 


HIS  MAJESTY'S  GOVERNMENT 


AND   THE 


PROVISIONAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  IRELAND 


RELATING   TO    THE 


LIABILITY  for  the  RELIEF  of  IRISH  REFUGEES. 


Presented  to  Parliament  by  Command  of  His  Majesty. 
June,  1922, 


LONDON: 

PUBLISHED  BY   HIS   MAJESTY'S   STATIONEEY  OFFICE. 


To  be  purchased  through  any  Bookseller  or  directly  from 

II.M.   STATIONERY   OFFICE  at  the  following  addresses: 

Imperial  House,  Kingsway,  London,  W.C.2,  and  '28,  Abingdon  Street,  London,  S.W.I 

37,  Peter  Street,  Manchester  ;  1,  St.  Andrew's  Crescent,  Cardiff: 

or  23,  Forth  Street,  Edinburgh. 


1922. 
[Cmd.  1684.]  Price  2d.  Net. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

BETWEEN 

HIS  MAJESTY'S   GOVERNMENT 

AND   THE 

PROVISIONAL  GOVERNMENT   OF  IRELAND 

RELATING   TO   THE 

LIABILITY  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  IRISH   REFUGEES. 


No.  1. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  TO  THE  PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT  OF  IRELAND  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
CABINET  TO  THE  SECRETARY  TO  THE  PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT. 

Downing  Street, 

13th  May,  1922. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Churchill  to  request  you  to  lay  the  following 
considerations  before  the  Provisional  Government  of  Ireland. 

2.  During  the  past  few  weeks  there  has  arrived  in  this  country  a 
large  and  increasing  number  of  persons  who  have  been  driven  from 
their  homes  in  Ireland  by  intimidation,  or  even  by  actual  violence, 
at  the  hands  of  men  acting  openly  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the 
Provisional  Government.  These  refugees,  robbed  of  their  property, 
evicted  from  their  homes,  and  in  many  cases  actually  penniless,  on 
arrival  in  England  appeal  for  assistance  to  His  Majesty's  Government ; 
and  it  will  be  readily  appreciated  that  they  find  but  little  immediate 
satisfaction  in  the  assurance  that  the  Provisional  Government  has 
accepted  the  responsibility  for  restoring  them  to  their  homes  and  com- 
pensating them  for  the  losses  which  they  may  have  sustained. 

3.  Moved  by  the  urgency  of  this  state  of  affairs,  and  by  the  effect 
upon  Parliament  and  public  opinion,  which  could  not  fail  to  be 
influenced  in  a  sense  prejudicial  to  the  Provisional  Government  by  the 
spectacle  of  a  number  of  homeless  and  destitute  refugees  to  whom  no 
means  of  immediate  succour  appeared  to  be  available,  His  Majesty's 
Government  has  established  machinery  for  affording  pecuniary  relief, 
after  full  and  careful  investigation,  to  the  more  pressing  cases,  and  has 
allotted  a  sum  of  money  for  this  purpose  ;  thereby  temporarily  assuming 
a  liability  which  properly  pertains  to  the  Provisional  Government. 

4.  Mr.  Churchill  feels  sure  that  the  Provisional  Government  will 
recognise  the  necessity  for  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  ;  and 
be  will  be  glad  to  receive  their  assurance  that  they  admit  the  immediate 
financial  liability  which  is  being  incurred,  as  well  as  the  ultimate 
responsibility  for  the  restoration  of  these  people  to  their  homes,  and  for 
compensation  in  respect  of  loss  or  damage  to  their  properties. 

I  am,  etc., 

L.  Curtis, 

Secretary  to  the  Provisional  Government 
of  Ireland  Committee  of  the  Cabinet. 
The  Secretary, 

Provisional  Government  of  Ireland. 


DA 

No.  2. 
LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  TO  THE  PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT  TO  THE  SECRETARY  TO  THE  PRO- 
VISIONAL GOVERNMENT  OF  IRELAND  COMMITTEE  OF 
THE  CABINET. 

Baile  Atha  Cliath, 

I8lh  May,  1922. 
Sir, 

The  Provisional  Government  of  Ireland  have  given  careful  con- 
sideration to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  in  which  you  intimate  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  has  established  machinery  for  affording 
pecuniary  relief  to  a  number  of  persons  who  have  arrived  in  Great 
Britain,  having  been  driven  from  their  homes  in  Ireland  by  intimida- 
tion or  by  actual  violence  at  the  hands  of  disaffected  persons,  and  in 
which  you  ask  that  the  Provisional  Government  will  admit  the  im- 
mediate financial  liability  which  is  thus  being  incurred  as  well  as  the 
ultimate  responsibility  for  the  restoration  of  these  people  to  their  homes 
and  for  compensation  for  loss  or  damage  to  their  property. 

My  Government  regret  that  a  certain  small  number  of  law-abiding 
citizens  have  recently  been  obliged  to  flee  from  their  homes  in  this 
country  under  threat  of  violence,  and  they  are  aware  that  some  of 
these  people  have  left  for  England.  In  so  far  as  these  persons  are 
•concerned,  the  Provisional  Government  fully  realise  the  necessity  of 
making  provision  to  relieve  their  pecuniary  distress  and  they  appreciate 
the  prompt  action  of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  that  end.  They 
have  no  hesitation  in  giving  the  desired  assurance  that  they  accept 
liability  for  the  expenditure  incurred  in  providing  such  relief  in  bona 
fide  cases. 

The  Provisional  Government,  however,  are  aware  that,  apart  from 
cases  where  people  have  left  Ireland  owing  to  intimidation  or  violence, 
there  is  an  organised  movement  amongst  a  certain  element  of  the 
population  in  both  countries  which  has  for  its  purpose  and  political 
object  the  discrediting  of  the  Provisional  Government  in  Ireland  and 
•of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  Great  Britain,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge  that  in  accordance  with  the  settled  policy  of 
that  movement  a  considerable  number  of  persons  have  left  Ireland  on 
the  plea  of  compulsion  without  any  justification  whatever  for  that 
plea.  I  am  therefore  to  ask  that  you  will  convey  to  Mr.  Churchill 
that  the  Provisional  Government  are  particularly  anxious  that  this 
aspect  of  the  matter  should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  that  the  greatest 
care  should  be  taken  to  have  the  bona  fides  of  each  individual  applicant 
for  relief  established  before  any  assistance  is  given. 

My  Government  are  desirous  of  being  supplied  as  soon  as  possible 
with  particulars  as  to  the  amount  of  the  financial  liability  which  is 
likely  to  be  incurred  in  connection  with  this  matter.  They  anticipate 
that  normal  conditions  will  be  re-established  in  Ireland  in  the  course 
of  the  next  two  months,  and  that  it  will  then  be  possible  for  these 
people  to  return  in  safety  to  their  homes.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Provisional  Government  assured  a  Deputation  from  the  Church  of 
Ireland  Synod  on  the  12th  instant  that  the  Government  would  protect 
its  citizens,  would  ensure  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  Ireland,  and  that 
spoliation   and  confiscation  would  be  discountenanced  by  the   Irish 
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Government.  Pursuant  to  this  policy  the  Government  will  regard 
it  as  one  of  its  immediate  duties  to  secure  the  restoration  of  their 
homes  and  property  to  any  persons  who  have  been  deprived  of  them 
by  violence  or  intimidation  at  the  hands  of  a  lawless  section  of  the 
community. 

My  Government  has  further  directed  me  to  place  before  you  for 
Mr.  Churchill's  consideration  a  matter  which,  while  it  does  not  directly 
concern  the  subject  of  your  letter  under  reply,  is  nevertheless  on  a 
parallel  with  the  situation  therein  referred  to  and  is  not  altogether  un- 
connected therewith.  For  many  months  an  organised  campaign  of 
violence  and  intimidation  has  been  pursued  against  the  Catholic 
inhabitants  of  Belfast  and  the  surrounding  counties  of  North  East 
Ulster,  with  the  result  that  many  thousands  of  persons  have  been 
driven  from  their  employment  and  from  their  homes,  their  property 
destroyed  and  looted,  and  in  many  cases  the  breadwinners  of  families- 
murdered.  In  consequence  it  has  fallen  upon  the  people  all  over  the 
rest  of  Ireland  to  provide  relief  for  the  starving  and  destitute  sufferers,. 
a  very  large  number  of  whom  have  been  forced  to  flee  for  safety  from 
the  area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Northern  Parliament.  This 
drain  upon  the  financial  resources  of  our  people  is  rendered  especially 
severe  by  the  general  economic  depression  which  at  present  obtains  in 
Ireland  in  common  with  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  and  the  Pro- 
visional Government  feel  that  His  Majesty's  Government  cannot  in 
equity  dissociate  themselves  from  responsibility  for  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  Belfast  and  the  surrounding  counties  which  has  been  the 
occasion  of  this  call  upon  their  citizens.  My  Government  feel  assured 
that  upon  Mr.  Churchill's  representations  His  Majesty's  Government 
will  accept  financial  liability  for  the  provision  of  relief  to  the  Catholic 
inhabitants  of  an  area  for  the  government  of  which  the  Imperial 
Parliament  is  immediately  responsible,  and  will  allocate  the  necessary 
sum  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  also  the  earnest  hope  of  the  Provisional  Government  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  will  take  immediate  steps  to  ensure  that 
adequate  protection  is  afforded  to  the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  that 
area,  and  that  it  will  arrange  for  the  speedy  return  of  their  homes  and 
property  to  those  refugees  who  have  been  driven  therefrom.  The 
effect  of  such  an  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government  would  be  of 
incalculable  assistance  in  promoting  peace  and  harmony  in  Ireland. 
It  would  remove  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  dissension  in  those 
counties  where  Catholics  are  in  a  minority,  and  would  facilitate  the 
task  before  the  Provisional  Government  of  securing  a  prosperous^ 
law-abiding,  and  united  Ireland. 

I  am.  etc., 

DiARMIUD    (3    hElGCEARTUIGH, 

Secretary  to  the  Provisional  Government* 
The  Secretary, 

Provisional  Government  of  Ireland 
Committee  of  the  Cabinet. 
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